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the small*; of those that understand it, and that understand it not. But in all this, I suffer not alone : every writer has the same difficulties, and, perhaps, every writer talks of them more than he thinks.
'You will be pleased to make my compliments to all my friends: and be so kind, at every idle hour, as to remember, dear Sir,
' Your, &c.
' SAM. JOHNSON.' '[London,] March 25, 1755.'
Dr. Adams told me, that this scheme of a BibliotJdqite was a serious one : for upon his visiting him one day, he found his parlour floor covered with parcels of foreign and English literary journals, and he told Dr. Adams he meant to undertake a Review. ' How, Sir, (said Dr. Adams,) can you think of doing it alone ? All branches of knowledge must be considered in it. Do you know Mathematicks ? Do you know Natural History?1 Johnson answered, 'Why, Sir, I must do as well as I can. My chief purpose is to give my countrymen a view of what is doing in literature upon the continent; and I shall have, in a good measure, the choice of my subject, for I shall select such books as I best understand.' Dr. Adams suggested, that as Dr. Maty had just then finished his Bibliothiiqne Britan-nique*, which was a well-executed work, giving foreigners an account of British publications, he might, with great advantage, assume him as an assistant. 'He, (said Johnson) the little black dog ! I'd throw him into the Thames3.' The scheme, however, was dropped.
In one of his little memorandum-books I find the following hints for his intended Revieiv or Literary Journal:
1 ' Hence ye prophane ;  I hate ye     circumstances of Johnson's attack on
all,                                            .     Lord Chesterfield.'    In an article in
Both the Great Vulgar and the     his Journal he regrets the absence
Small.'                                      from  the Dictionary of the Plan.
Cowley's   Imit.   of Horace,   Odes,     ' Elle efit e'pargne' & 1'auteur la com-
iii. i.                                                      position d'une nouvelle preface, qui
* Journal Britannique.     It   was     ne contient qu'en partie les mfimes
to Maty that Gibbon submitted the     choses, et qu'on est tent£ de regarder
manuscript of his first work.    Gib-     comme  destinde a faire perdre  de
bon's Misc. Works, \. 123.                     vue quelques-unes des obligations quo
3 Maty, as Prof, de Morgan pointed     M. Johnson avail contracte"es, et le
out, had in the autumn of 1755 been     Mecene qu'il avait choisi.1  Notes and
guilty of 'wilful suppression of the     Queries, 2nd S. iv. 341.
'Tfigetection
